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Principles of Third Molar Extractions
Third Molar Case Selection Exercise (Terror Alert)
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dave@robertsdds.com

“Participants should be cautioned 
about the potential risks of using 

limited knowledge when 
integrating new techniques in their 

practice”

Disclaimer:
ADA CERP Standard IX

Principles of Third Molar Extractions
Classification of 3rd Molar Impaction

Pell and Gregory

a) Maxillary ABC
b) Mandibular ABC123

Winters Classification

a) Vertical
b) Horizontal
c) Mesioangular
d) Distoangular
e) Inverted
f) Transverse 

buccally inclined
lingually/palatially inclined
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Principles of Third Molar Extractions
Classification of 3rd Molar Impaction

Pell and Gregory ABC Maxillary Classification

Principles of Third Molar Extractions
Classificantion of 3rd Molar Impaction

Pell and Gregory ABC123 Mandibular Classification

Principles of Third Molar Extractions
Classificantion of 3rd Molar Impaction

Winters Maxillary Classification
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Principles of Third Molar Extractions
Classificantion of 3rd Molar Impaction

Winters Mandibular Classification 

Third Molar Impactions

Case Selection Criteria

Things you can see on X-ray

Root Development
3D Angle of Tooth
Depth of Impaction
Over Lap of IAN
Tuberosity/Retromolar Space

Things you cannot see on X-ray

Patient Age
Medical History
Anxiety Level of the Patient
Maximum Vertical Opening
Orbicularis Oris Size

The Learning Curve
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The Key Is To

The ideal time to remove 3rd molars is between 13 and 20 years old
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Third Molar ImpactionsThings you can see on X-ray
Root Development  - 3D Angle of Tooth  - Depth of Impaction

Overlap of IAN   or   Tuberosity Length

Third Molar Impactions

14

59 28
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Things you can see on X-ray
Root Development  - 3D Angle of Tooth  - Depth of Impaction

Overlap of IAN   or   Tuberosity Length
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Third Molar Impactions

15

16 16

15

Things you can see on X-ray
Root Development  - 3D Angle of Tooth  - Depth of Impaction

Overlap of IAN   or   Tuberosity Length

Third Molar Impactions

17 17

17 17

Things you can see on X-ray
Root Development  - 3D Angle of Tooth  - Depth of Impaction

Overlap of IAN   or   Tuberosity Length

Third Molar Impactions

17 18

20 22 

Things you can see on X-ray
Root Development  - 3D Angle of Tooth  - Depth of Impaction

Overlap of IAN   or   Tuberosity Length


