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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Pride and Frustration. These two words best describe my feelings as I complete the last four months of my two year term as president
of your Wisconsin Academy of General Dentistry (WIAGD).

Iam proud of the reputation the WIAGD enjoys at the national level. Several WIAGD board members serve in key positions, including
Dr. Lou Boryc who serves as our regional trustee. Dr. Stephen Sevenich serves on the Examination Council and the Examination Irem
Bank Committee; Dr. John Olsen serves on the Examination Council, the Fellowship Exam Committee and the Futures Committee;
Dr. Leonard Machi served as an expert member for one of the Reference Committees at this year’s annual meeting. And again this
year your delegation did an excellent job of representing the WIAGD at the 2009 annual
meeting in Baltimore.

I am proud of the relationship the WIAGD has with our fellow regional member, the
Michigan AGD. Although different in membership numbers and many other ways, the two
constituents have always worked well with each other for the mutual benefit of our Region.
Iam also very proud and thankful for the partnership we have with the Illinois AGD Master
Track Program. This relationship has benefitted many of our members and the WIAGD in
many ways.

At the state level we can be proud of the work Dr. Pete Muchleis has done with this
publication, the Mirror. It won the national award for excellence two years ago and has been
in the running for the award every year since then. Dr. John Olsen has done a great job as
membership chair, keeping our membership numbers stable or slightly higher while many
other constituents are losing members. We have an active PACE Approval Program. Our
treasurer, Dr. Ed Batchelor, has done an excellent job of overseeing the day-to-day financial
operations of the organization. And the WIAGD continues to see its members achieve
Fellowship and Mastership awards each year. We indeed have much to be proud of.

But all of these successes are tempered with frustration at what we have not accomplished. Our CE programs for the last three years
have been poorly attended and lost money for the organization. Our advocacy within the state has been almost nonexistent. Student
membership needs improvement. The WIAGD board has not been able to move beyond the current status quo. The reason for these
frustrations? We don’t have enough active members on the board to move forward.

I am completing my term of office in January. As of now, I don’t believe we have a full slate of candidates to fill all of the offices in
January. We need your help. We need more members to assist the board, cither as committee members or as board members. The
WIAGD cannot continue to function with only the existing board members. There are too few, trying to do too much. And that can
only lead to stagnation or decline of the organization.

The Board of your WIAGD will have its annual winter meeting on January 22, 2010. It will be held in Green Bay. Itis a dinner meeting
that follows the Lord’s Dental CE program. The location of our meeting is yet to be determined. If you are seriously interested in
helping the board or becoming a board member, we'd love to have you attend. Just let me know that you are coming so reservations can
be made. If you cannot attend, I always look forward to hearing from you at richard.hagner@marquette.edu.

Rick

Dr. Richard J. Hagner, DDS, MAGD, ABGD
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