Academy of General Dentistry Announces 2010 Executive Committee
President – Fares M. Elias, DDS, JD, FAGD
A member of the AGD since 1979, Dr. Elias’ dedication to the association includes serving as a member of the Board of Trustees (Board) for eight years and as regional director representing Region 9 (Michigan and Wisconsin) for four years. He also is a past president of the Michigan AGD.

President-Elect – Howard R. Gamble, DMD, FAGD
A member of the AGD since 1979, Dr. Gamble is a national spokesperson and has served the organization in many capacities, including as speaker of the house, and, most recently, as vice president. Dr. Gamble also has served the AGD on the National Sponsor Approval and Internet Committees; the Marketplace Task Force; and the Legislative & Governmental Affairs, Dental Practice, and Communications Councils. He is a past president of both the Alabama AGD and the Alabama Dental Association and has served as a delegate or alternate delegate to the American Dental Association (ADA) for 10 years and the AGD for 17 years.

Vice President – Jeffrey M. Cole, DDS, MBA, FAGD
A member of the AGD since 1988, Dr. Cole has been actively involved on the Board representing Region 5, which is composed of Washington, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. Before he was elected to the Board, Dr. Cole served on the Dental Care Council and Dental Education Council and chaired the Video Journal of Dentistry Editorial Board and New Program Development Subcommittee. He was elected treasurer in 2006 and held that position for the last four years. On the constituent and regional level, Dr. Cole served as treasurer of Region 5 before becoming regional director and also served as a delegate to the AGD House of Delegates (HOD). 

Secretary – Linda J. Edgar, DDS, MEd, MAGD
A member of the AGD for more than 18 years, Dr. Edgar has served the organization in numerous leadership roles. She was a member of the Board for Region 11, which is composed of Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington. She also has held all elected offices for the Washington AGD and served as its executive director for four years. As a member of the AGD’s Membership Council, Dr. Edgar developed the student transition manual and helped to develop the Constituent Marketing Program, which helps the AGD’s constituents with their local recruitment efforts. Dr. Edgar received the AGD’s Overall Recruitment Award in 2003. 

Treasurer – Maria A. Smith, DMD, MAGD
A member of the AGD since 1985, Dr. Smith is active on the Board and recently completed her term as chair of the AGD’s Budget and Finance Committee. Dr. Smith earned her Mastership in the AGD (MAGD) in 1999. The Mastership award is the highest honor available at the AGD and one of the most respected designations within the profession. To accomplish this goal, Dr. Smith completed 1,100 hours of continuing dental education. 

Speaker of the House – W. Mark Donald, DMD, MAGD
A member of the AGD since 1988, Dr. Donald has served the Mississippi AGD (MS AGD) as membership chair, vice president, and president, in addition to serving as a delegate from 1997 to 2001. He presently serves as the MS AGD’s legislative chair. He served on the AGD’s Legislative & Governmental Affairs Council from 2000 to 2006 and was chair of the council for three years. Dr. Donald, who also is an AGD spokesperson, served as regional director of Region 12, which is composed of Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Oklahoma, for five years and served as chair of the regional directors for two terms. He has served on the Professional Relations Steering Committee for the past four years.

Editor – Roger D. Winland, DDS, MS, MAGD
A member of the AGD since 1975, Dr. Winland has served as chair of the AGD Self-Assessment Committee and as a member of the Legislative & Governmental Affairs Council. He also is a former president of the Ohio AGD and the Hocking Valley Dental Society. Before becoming AGD editor, Dr. Winland was the editor of the Ohio AGD’s award-winning newsletter, The Family Dentist. 

Immediate Past President – David F. Halpern, DMD, FAGD
Dr. Halpern has been a member of the AGD since 1978 and has served the organization in many capacities. He started as a member of the Ad Hoc Committee to Study General Practice Residency Programs in 1979. He then served on the Committee for Certification of General Dentists, which led to the creation of the Certifying Board of General Dentistry, which was in place from 1980 to 1985. He received the AGD’s Distinguished Service Award in 1992. Dr. Halpern also was a member of the AGD Foundation Board for six years, serving as the board’s treasurer for four of those years. In addition, Dr. Halpern has served as a member of the Board and as regional director of Region 5, which is composed of Delaware, Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia. 


	

