Bylaws Chapter VIII, House of Delegates
House of Delegates

Section 1.  Composition:  

The House of Delegates shall consist of two hundred (200) delegates, based on the number of active, retired, and emeriti members within each constituent AGD.  Each constituent AGD shall be entitled to send at least one (1) voting delegate to the annual meeting of the House of Delegates.  Those constituents which organize after an annual meeting will be authorized to seat delegates in proportion to their number of active, retired, and emeriti members provided that such constituent AGD’s shall be approved by the House of Delegates as its first item of business.

Constituents organized after October 1 may receive approval by the House of Delegates but may not have delegates to the House of Delegates.  The system of least proportionate error as adopted by the AGD's Board in 1974 shall be used to calculate the number of delegates allocated annually to each constituent AGD.  For the purpose of the delegate count, all members shall be considered as belonging to the constituent through which their dues for that year were paid regardless of any subsequent relocation into the jurisdiction of another constituent.

Section 2.  Certification of Delegates:

Each constituent may select from among its active, emeriti, and retired members in good standing the same number of alternate delegates as delegates and shall designate the alternate delegate who shall replace an absent delegate.  The number of delegates for each constituent shall be determined by the number of active, emeriti, and retired paid-up members in good standing as of October 1 of the calendar year prior to the date of the annual meeting. Individuals serving on the AGD Board may not serve as delegates but may serve as alternates with the right to be elevated to delegate status only if there are no other individuals from the constituent available and subject to the approval of the Governance/Credentials and Elections Council during the annual meeting.

Section 3.  Powers:  

The House of Delegates shall have the following powers:

A.
Be the legislative body of the AGD;

B.
Amend the Constitution and Bylaws of the AGD as prescribed in Article X of the Constitution and Chapter XIX of the Bylaws;

C.
Determine the policies which shall govern the AGD in all its activities except those which are specifically delegated in these Bylaws to the Board or other agencies of the AGD;

D.
Elect the officers and members of the Board;

E.
Have the power to remove from office any elected officer upon the recommendation of the Board.  A majority vote of the Board present and voting and a two‑thirds (2/3) vote of the delegates of the House present and voting is necessary to remove an officer;

F.
Have the power to establish the dues and any special assessments, processing, or initiation fees or both for members of this AGD, provided that the members shall have been notified of the proposed dues adjustment at least thirty (30) days but not more than one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the annual meeting of the House of Delegates.

Section 4.  Sessions:  

The House of Delegates shall meet annually.  In cases of extreme emergency, which shall be decided by two‑thirds (2/3) vote of the Board, the annual meeting of the House of Delegates may be rescheduled to a definite time, provided that written notice of such postponement is sent to all members of the AGD immediately following the action.

Section 5.  Official Call:  

The secretary of the AGD shall ensure that an official publication of the AGD shall publish an official notice of the time and place of each annual meeting.  The secretary shall send to each member of the House of Delegates an official notice of the time and place of the annual meeting at least sixty (60) days before the opening of such session.

Section 6.  Quorum:  

A simple majority of the duly elected and certified delegates or their alternates, representing a simple majority of the regions, to the House shall be present to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Section 7.  Officers of the House of Delegates

A.
Speaker of the House of Delegates:  

In the absence of the speaker, the president shall serve as speaker of the House of Delegates;

B.
Secretary:  

The secretary of the AGD shall be secretary of the House of Delegates.  In the absence of the secretary, the president shall appoint a secretary pro tem of the House of Delegates.

Section 8.  Rules of Order

A.
Code of Parliamentary Procedure:  

The rules contained in the current edition of Sturgis Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure shall govern the deliberations of the AGD in all cases in which they do not conflict with standing rules or with the Constitution and Bylaws.

B.
Rules of Procedure:  

The House of Delegates shall adopt rules of procedure concerning the conduct of all House sessions, specifying the methods by which new business may be introduced (except as provided in these Bylaws), the manner in which testimony will be permitted in reference committee hearings, and who may have the privilege of the floor during deliberations of the House.  These rules of procedure may be changed only by a simple majority vote of the House.  Resolutions concerning changes in these rules of procedure shall, at the earliest opportunity and before any resolutions are introduced or acted upon, be considered by the House.

C.
Introduction of New Business:  

No new business shall be introduced into the House of Delegates after the close of the first meeting of a session except by unanimous consent.  Approval of such new business shall require a two‑thirds (2/3) vote of those delegates present and voting.  Reference Committee recommendations shall not be deemed new business.

D.
Voting in the House:


Each delegate of the House shall have one (1) vote.  
The presiding chairperson shall have no vote.

E.
Announcement of Elections for Regional Director and Trustee:

Regional Directors shall have the responsibility for advising the speaker of the House of any election for regional director or trustee held within the region during the past four (4) months.  Results of the election shall be announced by the speaker of the House.

