


Serving Our Members

Find great speakers for your next 

meeting free through the AGD Speak-

ers Bureau. Just visit the “Education” 

section at www.agd.org to search for, 

learn about, and book a speaker. 

Like Self-Instruction in General Den-

tistry? Access Self-Instruction 24/7 on 

the AGD Web site under “Publica-

tions,” and select the topics of your 

choice. 

Thank you to all of the AGD’s partners:

CORPORATE SPONSORS

AGD BENEFITS PLUS

Professional Services
Affinity Insurance Services, Inc.
Group life, medical, & disability

ANS (Affiliated Network Services)
Electronic health care transaction services

Banc of America Practice
Office loans & commercial real estate

CareCredit
Patient financing

Dentist’s Advantage
Professional liability & malpractice protection

First Data Independent Sales Solutions Inc.
Credit card processing

Institute of Medical Emergency Preparedness
Emergency Response Systems

ZOLL Medical Corporation
Defibrillator services

Personal Services
Avis
Car rental discounts

Chase AGD Platinum VISA Card
AGD VISA credit card with optional flexible rewards

Liberty Mutual
Auto & home Insurance 16



Thank You for Giving
Overall individual contributions increased 25 percent in 2008 from 2007, which resulted in contributions totaling more 
than $55,000 from AGD members. The number of new donors increased 18 percent from 2007. These funds will 
be used in implementing AGD Foundation programming to support initiatives such as educational grants, Special 
Olympics Special Smiles®, and more.

The AGD Foundation experienced great growth in 2008 thanks 
to generous donations from individual members and corporate 
sponsors. The AGD Foundation spent much of the year building 
awareness and planning for important initiatives in 2009, such 
as the first-ever Fun Run/Walk 5K and continued involvement 
with Special Olympics Special Smiles® (SOSS). 

CONTRIBUTIONS
STRENGTHENING THE VOICE

OF THE GENERAL DENTIST THROUGH
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Silent Auction
The AGD Foundation Silent Auction offers attendees of the AGD Annual Meeting & Ex-
hibits an opportunity to bid on prizes ranging from vacations to dental memorabilia. The 
2008 event raised more than $21,000 to benefit SOSS. Through SOSS, these proceeds 
will fund scholarships and grants, including mouth guards for Special Olympics athletes 
and partial honorarium fees for two 2009 annual meeting lecturers. Planning for the 2009 
silent auction was well underway by the end of 2008, with a goal to raise $35,000 for the 
event.

Provider Directory
In 2008, AGD members continued to sign up for the SOSS online Provider Directory, cre-
ated through a partnership between the AGD Foundation and Special Olympics in 2007. 
To date, 538 AGD members have registered in the directory. The AGD Foundation will 
continue its efforts to double this number in 2009. This important resource helps connect 
an underserved population and their families or caregivers to doctors who can provide 
them with quality dental care. 

Fun Run/Walk 5K
At the July 2008 AGD Foundation Board Meeting, the Board began planning its first Fun 
Run/Walk 5K, to be held at the 2009 AGD Annual Meeting & Exhibits in Baltimore. Pro-
ceeds from this event will fund scholarships and grants for AGD dental student members 
and the purchase of mouth guards for Special Olympics athletes.  

Serving Our Members

Members can participate in the 2009 

Fun Run/Walk 5K by downloading 

and completing the registration 

form, located at www.agd.org/agdf 

under “Special Events.”

Donating to the AGD Foundation is 

easy through the online contribution 

form, located at www.agd.org/agdf un-

der “Donate.”   
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Distinguished Service Award
Ernest J. DeWald, DDS, MAGD, ABGD
Dr. DeWald has been a member of the AGD since 1974 and currently serves as a member of the Examinations Council and 
chair of Exam Team B. His dedication and leadership in serving on both a council and committee are evident in the develop-
ment and administration of the Fellowship Exam.  Dr. DeWald was a delegate and alternate for both the Army and Tennessee 
AGD (TNAGD) and currently acts as the public information officer for the TNAGD. In 1995, he initiated a statewide annual 
SmileLine, which involves an eight-hour consumer dental Q&A session. In 2007, his constituent received the AGD’s Public 
Information Award of Excellence. Dr. DeWald has also served as treasurer, vice president, and president of the American 
Board of General Dentistry (ABGD).

Humanitarian Award 
Otice Z. Helmer, DDS, FAGD 
Dr. Helmer has been a member of the AGD since 1972. He served on the Dental Care Council from 2003-2004. On the local 
level, he has held various offices with both the Texas AGD (TAGD) and the Fort Worth component, including president. Dr. 
Helmer was a delegate to the AGD House of Delegates from 2000-2005. He was nominated for Texas “Dentist of the Year” in 
1997, 2003, and 2005 and received the TAGD President’s Award in 2006. His mission work in the United States, Mexico, and 
Israel are evident in his efforts within those communities and their local villagers and through organizations such as Dentists 
Who Care and the Texas Mission of Mercy.  Dr. Helmer embodies the traits of a humanitarian combining a love of dentistry, 
dedication to excellence, and sense of responsibility toward the well-being of mankind. 

Dr. Thaddeus V. Weclew Award
Henry A. Gremillion, DDS, MAGD 
Dr. Gremillion has been a member of the AGD since 1977, and currently serves as an associate professor in the Department 
of Orthodontics and holds an affiliate appointment in the Department of Prosthodontics at the University of Florida College 
of Dentistry (UFCD).  Additionally, he is the director of the Parker E. Mahan Facial Pain Center, directs a fellowship program 
in orofacial pain, and is on the active dental staff of Shands Teaching Hospital. Dr. Gremillion also serves as a consultant to 
the U.S. Armed Forces, the ADA Council on Dental Practice, and the UFCD Comprehensive Dentistry Program. He has also 
been invited to present over 300 lectures and has authored or co-authored over 50 scientific articles, abstracts, and book 
chapters. His many honors include Mastership in the AGD; Fellowship in the American College of Dentists; the Professional-
ism and Ethics Faculty Award from the American College of Dentists, Florida Section; the Dentistry Educational Leadership 
Award from the University of Florida College of Dentistry; and he is a distinguished alumnus of the Louisiana State University 
School of Dentistry. 

RECOGNITION
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2008 Membership Award Recipients

Top Recruiters 
Gary E. Stough, DMD 
Aldo L. Miranda-Collazo, DMD
Filippo Marchello, DDS, MAGD 

Top Student Recruiter
Laurence J. Fields, DDS, MAGD 

Serving Our Members

Acknowledge a colleague for their 

commitment to education, commu-

nity outreach, and service in the AGD 

through the AGD recognition awards. 

Nomination forms can be found at 

www.agd.org/awards/recognition.
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Advocacy Award
Texas

Membership Award
Texas (800 + members)
Minnesota (201-799 members)
Kentucky (200 or fewer members)
Army (Federal Services)

Honorable Mention
Maryland (800 + members)
Ontario (201-799 members)
Nebraska (200 or fewer members)
Navy (Federal Services)

Public Information Award of Excellence
Maryland (800 + members)
Alabama (201-799 members)
Kentucky (200 or fewer members)
Army (Federal Services)

Honorable Mention
Virginia (800 + members)
Tennessee (201-799 members)
Arkansas (200 or fewer members)
Navy (Federal Services)

2008 Constituent Award Recipients

Constituent of the Year Award
Texas (800 + members)
Alabama (201-799 members)
Ontario (201-799 members)
Arkansas (200 or fewer members)
Army (Federal Services)
Navy (Federal Services)

Honorable Mention
Virginia (800 + members)
Nebraska (200 or fewer members)
Kentucky (200 or fewer members)

William W. Howard ACE Award
Florida (800 + members)
Ontario (201-799 members)
Kentucky (200 or fewer members)
Army (Federal Services)

Honorable Mention
Georgia (800 + members)
Massachusetts (201-799 members)
Maine (200 or fewer members)
Arkansas (200 or fewer members)
Navy (Federal Services)

CE Award of Excellence
Texas (800 + members)
Louisiana (201-799 members)
Maine (200 or fewer members)
Army (Federal Services)
Navy (Federal Services)

Honorable Mention
California (800 + members)
Ontario (201-799 members)
Nebraska (200 or fewer members)

http://www.agd.org/awards/recognition
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