Policy on 

Community Health Centers

Community Health Centers are not-for-profit agencies established under federal law. Originally designed to provide treatment to patients in underserved areas, they have become contentious in recent years as they reach out to provide treatment to fee-for-service patients and compete with private practitioners for Medicaid patients.

The 2003 Academy of General Dentistry House of Delegates passed the following resolution:

“Resolved, that the Academy of General Dentistry (AGD) recognizes that Community Health Centers can be a component in the effort to increase access to oral health care if the Community Health Center Board partners with local dental societies in order to contract with locally practicing dentists and more adequately identifies and reaches underserved and indigent (defined as 150 percent of the Federal Poverty Level) populations, and be it further

Resolved, that appropriate legislative activity be pursued to ensure that Community Health Centers are properly funded and function in the manner for which they were intended.”
The bottom line is: become involved in your local Community Health Center. Seek out contracts and partnerships.

For more information, contact Daniel Buksa, AGD Advocacy Manager at daniel.buksa@agd.org, or 888.243.3368, ext. 4328.

